Minutes of the January 15, 2011 Meeting

of the

Community Officers Association of Singer Island

A meeting of the Community Officers Association of Singer Island was held at the Water Glades Condominium, 5540 North Ocean Drive, Singer Island, Florida, on Saturday January 15, 2011.

Call Meeting to Order:  President Mike Slower called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m., thanking the Water Glades for hosting the meeting.  Mike introduced George Carter and Fercella Davis-Panier, two of the candidates running for Mayor of Riviera Beach.

Proof of Notice of Meeting:  Notice was mailed January 8, 2011.
Roll Call of Member Associations:  Representatives from twenty member associations were present.

Approval of Minutes of the November 13, 2010 Meeting:  It was moved and seconded that the minutes of the November 13, 2010 meeting be approved.  Motion unanimously passed.

Dawn Pardo, Councilperson for Singer Island, gave an update on the Breakwaters.  The county could not recommend accepting the temporary permit with the 30 pages of conditions that were required by the DEP (Department of Environmental Protection).  The county spoke to the newly elected government officials and was successful in having them agree to look at these conditions and to extend the time period for acceptance to 60 days.  The county has already spent over one million dollars on the preparation and the permitting of this project.  Current beach replenishment is starting this week.

Dawn also spoke about the charter change that occurred as a result of the November 2010 election.  This change does not allow commercial business at the marina.  The council is poised to put two questions on the March ballot.  The first one is to reverse the November charter change due to the confusing language.  The second question is a non-binding referendum question on whether, or not, there should be a mega yacht repair facility allowed in a portion of the public marina area.  This is on the Riviera Beach Council’s agenda for their meeting on January 19, 2011.  The municipal election is on March 8, 2011.

Richard Pinsky, political consultant, spoke about voter registration.  He addressed how ‘snowbirds’ could switch to vote in our local election.  This involves changing your driver’s license to a Florida license.  Forms were distributed.  February 8, 2011 is the deadline for voter registration.
Absentee ballots have a later deadline.  March 1, 2011 is the last safe date for requesting an absentee ballot for the March election.

Melissa Nash Andrews, from ARI, was the featured speaker.  Melissa spoke about the collection needs for today’s environment of foreclosures, short sales and general bad economic times.  She spoke of the differences in using an attorney versus a collection agency and when each one would be appropriate.

The focus of a law firm is on litigation and a collection agency’s focus is on recoupment.  Some of the highlights of her presentation were:



-Go after personal property and accounts not necessarily the condo or home



-Encourage condos and HOA’s to be diligent in adhering to their collection program



-Money judgment VS foreclosure is ARI’s approach (unit is not the goal, dollars are)



-Collection agencies fees are added to the cost to the delinquent owner, not the association



-Use an agency where goals are common sense; only litigate as last resort



-In case of bankruptcy, get an unsecured lien made into a secure lien by using an attorney

Literature was distributed.

Committee Reports:  Ron Assef stated that there are 328 listings and that there were 39 sales in November and December 2010.   Current days on the market are 226.  In the single home market, there were 9 sales in November and December.

Treasurer’s Report:  Diane Simon gave the treasurer’s report.  Current balance:  $5,375.15.  
Next Meeting:  The next meeting will be COASI’s annual meeting to be held at Sugar Sands on 
February 19, 2011.

